T Was & DAZFLING LU ARIBREAM
sailing day. The trades were
pumped, the sun was shining
was ice-hlue with
: 108" Haolland-
designed sailing vacht Gleams, was
in her element, heeling just enough
to cause the white wine and mush-
room ssuce to pool up on cthe les
ward side of my lunch plate whers |
could soak it up with fresh bread
The scallops and linguine wich
asparagus were long gone. | was at
serious risk of shipping into a bliss-
ful epicerean coma.

As the afternoon propressed, the
breese eased and skipper Tom Miller
ordered up the Mickey and Minnic
Mouse reachers. The boat punched
through 12 knots and 1 collapsed
inte the cockpit cushions for 2 nap,

That evening [ found mysclf in a
Jacuzzi on 4 mountaintap on 5L
Barths, a glass of caberner in one
hand and a far Flavana cigar in the
other. The teade winds were up
again and howling over the moun-
tain. From where 1 sar, 1 could s

and the sca
whice trim.

most of 5. Barths and & monscer
swiatch of moonlic Caribbaan.
Latishied that I'd taken hedonism oo a
le-day level, T ambled

recard i
inside, closed the hig doors of my
bungalow and crashed.

Gleam and the Villa ac che Top
comprise a sail-and-stay (ak.a. surf-
and-rurf] charter package, an increas
ingly popular phenomenon thar com-
bimes First-class vache charter and
first-class landside aceommodar

Tions,
I this ease, the owner of the yacht
also owms the villa, While cach can be
charered separately, the sail-and-stay
option offers luxurious respite foor
puests who may not be up for staying
on & boat for their whele vacanion,
Charterers can strusture their sray
any way they want: They can spend a
week on the boar and a week in the
villa, they can meer the boat down
island and commues to the villa or
thev can use the boatr oo explore the
islands near 5f. Barths—wharever
suits them.

| boarded Glean: in Antigua, Lhe
vacht's owner enjoys fine food and i




speciacular shoreside accommuodations
con make Caribbean magic, The 108

ol {lenever left) and the hreathtaking
'-I'III 1 ot the Top on St Barthe (top left and
abowvel are part of a sal-aml-stay charer
Gumests can chartar
=t thve willa ar the combimation

package
yachi,

Just the

showed, On board was chet Daniel
Faugquenot, a French-born exper
who has worked all over the world
and specializes in converting local
ingredients inte high gastronom ar,
My first night aboard, ar anchor near
Green Cay off the eastern shore of
Antigua under a brilliant ropical
mooen, Fauquenor produced an
exquisite spiny lobster grilled with
olive oil and herbs. It was preceded
by an appetizer of paper-thin slices of
smoked swordfish wich cucumber
ad i creals dresing,

Fhe well-appointed Cleam accom-
modares six charser goess and car-
ries a full complement of communi-
cations and entertainment equip
ment, a5 well as a jer ski, warer skis
and windsurfers and fishing, snorkel

ing and dive gear. She s air-condi-
tioned and has extensive sunming
space on deck,

After the inspiring 100-mile sail
trom Crreen Cawv, we arrived ar St
Barths in che cvening. Miller Tiandled
the Customs formalitees and handed
me over to the staff of the Villa ar the
Top. The Ville occupies a meantain-
tap with sweeping views of the island
and the sea. Ivis actually 3 group of
five ST PTROLIS hedrosom suites comn-
nected by a walkway to a cencral hiv
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ing/dining space with a patio and 2
blue-tile pool. A& walkway above
and behind che compound leads mooa
deck an the pinnacle of the moon-
tain wich a 3a0-degree panorama
char broughr mee roomy knees,

The Villa has a permanent staff
who will prepare meals if puests
prefer, as 1 did, Bur most choose to
take advanrage of the French restau
rants on 5, Barths, La-Casa-[Del-
Habano in the village of 51 Jean at
the boteom of the mountain is a
must-stop for lovers aof Cuban
tobacco. Jam, the affable proprieor,
provided a glass of Armagnac and 2
sample of the merchandise as |
exarmined his selection.

For polished escapists, this pack-
agre delivers some of the highest
highs in the Caribbean, Jost avoid
the scale when you get home.

— Ky Wooton
Crometact; Missy fobwston, Novibrop
and _Ill:'nl.ii‘.'Sl:.h'l"ll"'\-:.:'.' Lrt, A7) Ba8.
FIMN, fax (4011 B48-0120;: ar vour
charter brager.




